
Spouse of Thai PM visits UST;
pays courtesy call on Rector

Associate Professor Naraporn Chan-
o-cha, wife of the Prime Minister 
of the Kingdom of Thailand, His 

Excellency General Prayut Chan-o-cha, 
visited the University of Santo Tomas on 
November 13, 2017 together with Mrs. 
Monthip Upatising, wife of the Ambassador 
of Thailand to the Philippines, His 
Excellency Thanatip Upatising.  

Prior to the arrival of the Thai PM and 
his wife in the Philippines for the ASEAN 
summit, the Royal Thai Embassy in the 
Philippines already made arrangements 
with the University through the Office of 
Public Affairs about the visit to the UST 
Museum and the UST Chapel after the 
courtesy call on UST Rector Very Rev. Fr. 
Herminio V. Dagohoy, OP.

In her visit to the University, Madame 
Chan-o-cha was accompanied by her 
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Assoc. Prof. Naraporn Chan-o-cha (second from left), Spouse of His Excellency General Prayut Chan-
o-cha, Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Thailand, accompanied by Mrs. Monthip Upatising (extreme 
right), spouse of His Excellency Thanatip Upatising, Ambassador of Thailand to the Philippines, with 
UST Rector Very Rev. Fr. Herminio V. Dagohoy, O.P. (third from left) and Secretary General Rev. Fr. 
Jesús M. Miranda, Jr., O.P.

Very Rev. Fr. Dagohoy presents a token to Assoc. Prof. Chan-o-cha.

official security officer and other members 
of her official entourage together with Mrs. 
Upatising and the members of the staff of the 
Royal Thai Embassy in the Philippines.

During the courtesy call upon the UST 
Rector, Very Rev. Fr. Herminio V. Dagohoy, 
O.P., held at the Rector’s Office, Madame 
Chan-o-cha was joined by the UST Secretary 
General Rev. Fr. Jesús M. Miranda, Jr., O.P., 
Office of Public Affairs Director Giovanna V. 
Fontanilla, and Mrs. Upatising. An exchange 
of tokens took place. 

At the UST Museum, Madame Chan-o-
cha and her group were met by UST Museum 
Director, Rev. Fr. Isidro C. Abaňo, OP. Ms. 
Maita Oebanda, the UST Museum Collection 
Management and Documentation Assistant 
assisted during the tour. 

At the visit to the UST Chapel, Fr. 
Miranda discussed its history to Mde. Chan-
o-chan and answered her queries.   
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The tall and statuesque diplomat’s 
spouse taught English at the Chulalongkorn 
University where she was an Associate 
Professor and Deputy Director for 
Administration and Planning. She obtained 
her Teacher Education Certificate from 
Leeds University, United Kingdom and her 
Master of Arts degree in Applied Linguistics 
at the Mahidol University, Thailand. She 
also completed a course at the National 
Defense College in 2003 and the Justice 
Executives Training Course in 2010. Rev. Fr. Miranda welcomes Assoc. Prof. Chan-o-

cha, assisted by Assoc. Prof. Fontanilla.

UST Museum Director Rev. Fr. Isidro Abaño presents a Thai headdress gifted to 
then Rector Very Rev. Fr. Rolando V. de la Rosa in 1991 by Princess Maha Chakri 
Sirindhorn of Thailand to Assoc. Prof. Chan-o-cha and members of her delegation 
during the tour.

UST representatives with fellow 
participants at the Career Consultation 
and Guidance Fair

Mr. John Saga, from the UST 
Conservatory of Music, delivers a 
song number. 

UST delegates present token of 
appreciation to Prof. Emeritus Chitr 
Sitthiamorn.

The UST representatives conduct their 
practical learning activity and assist a 
child from the Suphunburi province.

Assoc. Prof. Chan-o-cha and Mrs. Upatising visit the Santîsimo Rosario Chapel 
with Rev. Fr. Miranda and Assoc. Prof. Fontanilla.

Aside from teaching, she is also 
active in professional organizations, 
such as the International Association of 
Teachers of English to Speakers of Other 
Languages, the Thailand Teachers of 
English to Speakers of Other Languages 
where she was its president. The latter is 
an association under the Patronage of Her 
Royal Highness Princess Galyani Vadhana.

Spouse of Thai PM from page 1UST participates in 27th Inter-Ed Career Consultation 
and Guidance Fair

CRS students undergo internship at St. Louis College in Bangkok 

The UST Office for Admissions (OFAD) participated in the 
annual Career Consultation and Guidance Fair hosted by 
the International Education Specialists (Inter-Ed), held at the 

Philippine Trade Training Center in Pasay City. 

For 27 years, Inter-Ed has been gathering all the best local and 
foreign schools in one of the largest career exhibits in the country. 
Partner academic institutions exhibit their programs to help students 
gain more perspective on the various opportunities available for 
them in the Philippines and abroad. The school exhibit that was held 
on September 14 and 15, ushered in the first batch of almost 5,000 
graduating Senior High School (SHS) students from different schools 
in Metro Manila, Region 3 and 4.  

Aside from UST, the University of the Philippines and Ateneo 
de Manila University also participated in the Guidance Fair. Foreign 
schools that participated in the exhibit were Macquarie University, 
James Cook University, the Cambridge School of Visual and 
Performing Arts and the Culinary Institute of America. 

Thomasian talents performed in the Fair. Mr. John Saga, a 
voice major student from the UST Conservatory of Music, rendered 
song numbers to the delight of the students. The sophomore and 
junior students from the College of Fine Arts and Design (CFAD), 
showcased their talents in face and skin painting.  Also assisting 
OFAD were the UST Yellow Jackets together with the Painting 
Department of CFAD.

Inter-Ed is considered the pioneer study abroad center in the 
country and has placed over 7,000 students in schools all over the 
globe. Since its founding in the 1980s, Inter-Ed has assisted more 
than 110 UST graduates to pursue further studies overseas. Inter-Ed 
links with top universities across continents, and assists students in 
every aspect of their application, from free visa assistance to career 
planning. 

Three students in their fifth year under 
the Physical Therapy program of the 
College of Rehabilitation Sciences 

were sent as representatives to St. Louis 
College (SLC) in Bangkok, Thailand, 
to participate in the Global Internship 
Experience Program (GIE). 

The delegation, led by faculty member 
Ms. Jordan Barbra Nava, included students 
Arran Enriquez, Eileen Dianne Espiritu, 
and Bianca Maurice Go. The delegation 

was met by St. Louis College President 
Prof. Emeritus Chitr Sitthiamorn, Vice 
President Sr. Margarita Kitcharoen, and 
school administrator Assoc. Prof. Oraphun 
Lueboonthavatchai as well as members of 
the Faculty of Physical Therapy headed by 
Asst. Prof. Pakavalee Poomsu-tat. 

Prof. Emeritus Sitthiamorn envisions 
the partnership between UST and SLC as a 
preliminary step towards a unified ASEAN, 
in which knowledge and practices are 
shared freely. He hopes that SLC and UST 
together can heed their calling to serve the 
people, following Ephesians 4:4 -- “There 
is one body and one Spirit—just as you 

were called to the one hope that belongs 
to your call” -- in which “the [human] body 
is treated as a whole, and [the physical 
therapists] providing hope to not only to 
their clients and patients, but also to their 
colleagues in the profession. 

They observed the similarities and 
differences of physical therapy practices in 
the Philippines and Thailand, which include 
both clinical and community settings. Nava 
delivered a lecture about health behavior 
modification in the context of health 
promotion to physical therapy students of 
SLC. 

The students learned about physical 
therapy techniques and practices that 
are being applied in Thailand. Learning 
activities involved collaboration with Thai 
students, with activities alternating between 
the classroom, identified hospitals, and the 
community. The community activities were 
held in Suphunburi province, an agricultural 
area which is about 200 km away from 
Bangkok. Activities in Suphunburi are 
primarily about health promotions and 
house visits to assess and treat patients. 
SLC will send representatives to participate 
in the GIE on January 2018. 

INTERNATIONALIZATION
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Geriatric care, school-based Occupational Therapy
form part of OT interns’ Seton Hall University experience Ocampo of Religion presents paper on Consensus, 

Openness at 4th Humanistic Buddhism Youth Forum

Arts and Letters faculty members present papers on social sciences, 
history, literature, philosophy for children at international conferences

Dominique Danielle Ong and Claudette 
Anne Aytona, who are both in the 
fifth year level of the Occupational 

Therapy program under the UST College of 
Rehabilitation Sciences, participated in the 
student exchange program between the 
University of Santo Tomas and the Seton 
Hall University in New Jersey, USA from 
September 30 to October 30, 2017. They 
were accompanied by Mr. Charles Bermejo, 
a faculty member of the Department of 
Occupational Therapy. 

During their first week of exposure, the 
students sat in various classes under the 
Masters’ Program in Occupational Therapy. 
They participated in and interacted with 
students from various levels in lecture and 
laboratory classes. The students were 
immersed in the different OT courses 
through listening to lectures on basic and 
applied sciences as well as participation 
in group activities, which was the main 
medium used in laboratory courses. 
Through the group activities, the OT interns 
were able to share thoughts and ideas 
with Seton Hall OT students regarding 
treatment approaches and activities 
presented through a hypothetical case. 

Faculty members from the Faculty of Arts and Letters participated in 
international and national conferences through paper presentations, 
participation in panel discussions and workshop held in Thailand, the 

Philippines and the USA. 

11th Asia Political and International Studies Association, Thailand 
At the 11th Asia Political and International Studies Association 

(APISA) Conference, held in  Naresuan University, Phitsanulok, Thailand 
from October 20 to 21, 2017, Political Science students Angelo Pascual, 
Karl Cabarles, Drixel Mariano, Lexanne Garcia, Isaiah Reotutar and Karen 
Marasigan presented papers on: Government Infrastructures and Human 
Population in Manila, Online Civic Action on the Burial of the Late President 
Marcos and NGO Activities to Protect the Environment in Coron, Palawan, 
respectively. Meanwhile, Mr. Ronald Castillo, a faculty member, participated 
in the panel discussion on Political Institutions.

The APISA Conference served as forum where academics and 
professionals in the area of Political Science gather to discuss issues not 
only on politics and but also on allied fields in the social sciences and 

Fresh from their local fieldwork exposure, 
the students were able to contribute a local 
flair in the conception and implementation 
of evaluation and treatment activities. 
Particularly interesting in these classes were 
their exposure to the use of the Blackboard 
platform in all classes wherein students can 
share and present group outputs prepared 
in class instantly to fellow students. 

The SHU student experience included 
out of classroom experiences particularly 
activities that allowed the participants to 
access different university facilities such 
as the library, gym, cafeteria, church and 
student center. Ong and Aytona also 
attended student gatherings including an 
international student activity in which they 
interacted with other international students 
in the university. 

The international exposure was not 
limited to in-campus activities but they 
were also sent to various affiliated fieldwork 
facilities of the department. The two interns 
were able to see and treat patients under 
supervision and assisted fellow students 
and OT staff in the different facilities. 
Treating patients in a continuing geriatric 

care facility was a bonus experience for 
the interns as this is not a common setting 
locally. They were also able to witness the 
delivery of services in such facility from 
acute, subacute, rehab and residential care. 
They were also able to observe school-
based occupational therapy which is a 
service provided to students in schools in 
the US. Ong and Aytona assisted in group 
and individual classroom activities. 

Faculty member Charles Bermejo was 
able to meet with various faculty members 
of the department, benchmarking outcomes 
based education platforms and strategies 
in preparation for the full implementation 
of such curriculum beginning 2018. 
Through various meetings with key faculty 
members, Bermejo gained insights in the 
use of outcomes based strategies from the 
creation of the course outline and class 
structure. It was noted that class structure 
in all of their courses is an integration 
of medical foundations, evaluation and 
treatment. Current local structure has 
these courses offered separately. He was 
also able to explore possible continuing 
professional development partnerships 
with expert faculty in Stroke Rehabilitation. 

LECTURES&CONFERENCES

Ocampo (second row, eighth from left) with fellow participants of the 4th Humanistic Buddhism Youth Forum

Asst. Prof. Janet Atutubo presents her paper on the “Struggles for 
Independence of the Filipinos and Malays:  A Common People’s 

Perspective” at the Malay World Conference.

LECTURES&CONFERENCES

Institute of Religion faculty member Mr. 
Leo-Martin Ocampo presented a paper 
on ‘Building Bridges of Consensus and 

Openness: Gems from Humanistic Buddhism 
and Fo Guang Shan’ during the 4th Humanistic 
Buddhism Youth Forum at Fo Guang Shan 
Temple held in Singapore from October 
27 to 29, 2017. The forum, with the theme: 
‘Consensus and Openness’ aimed to build 
more awareness especially on the youth about 
the importance of collaborative work between 
world religions.  Ocampo also presented 
his literary piece: ‘The Day I Met Consensus 
and Openness.’ The forum was attended by 
representatives from ten countries. Ocampo 
also translated to Filipino Laudato Si, Pope 
Francis’ encyclical on the care of environment.  

ARTS AND LETTERS FACULTY PRESENT PAPER
to page 5

ARTS AND LETTERS FACULTY PRESENT 
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humanities. The congress also served as 
venue for interaction among academics 
and scholars from different universities in 
the world.     

2017 Salinan International Conference, 
Philippines

Department of Literature faculty 
members,  Assoc. Prof. Luciana L. 
Urquiola, Ph.D., Prof. Felicidad G. Perena, 
Ph.D., Prof. Roberto DL. Ampil, Ph.D., Asst. 
Prof. Ma. Eloisa D. Sevilla-Perez, Asst. Prof. 
Elenita Mendoza and Ms. Kristine May D. 
Martinez, presented papers during the 2017 
Salinan International Conference held from 
September 28 to 30, 2017 at the Ateneo de 
Manila University. 

The three-day global conference 
was organized by the Filipinas Institute 
of Translation (FIT) in collaboration with 
the Komisyon sa Wikang Filipino (KWF) 
and National Commission for Culture 
and the Arts (NCCA). Translation experts 
and educations from different countries 
including the Philippines were invited as 
guest speakers. 

Speakers were Dr. Lawrence 
Venuti (Temple University), Dr. Luise Von 
Flotow (University of Ottawa) and Dr. 
Virgilio S. Almario (Commission on the 
Filipino Language) (CFL) and the National 
Commission for Culture and the Arts 
(NCCA).

Malay World Conference, Philippines
History Department faculty member 

Asst. Prof. Janet Atutubo presented a 
paper on the “Struggles for Independence 
of the Filipinos and Malays:  A Common 
People’s Perspective” at the Malay World 
Conference at the Manila Hotel and 
De la Salle University Manila held from 
September 14 to 16, 2017. 

Topics discussed during the 
Conference were: Archeology, History, 
Sociology and Philosophy of South East 
Asia. The conference was well attended 
by faculty members of various universities 
in Malaysia, Singapore, Brunei Darusalam, 
China, America and Indonesia. Asst. Prof. 
Myrna De Vera was also a participant. 

Residential Workshop in Philosophy for 
Children, USA

Asst. Prof. Marella Ada V. Mancenido-
Bolaños, Ph.D., of the Department of 
Philosophy, was one of the 20 participants 
of the annual Residential Workshop in 
Philosophy for Children held at the St. 
Marguerite’s Retreat House, Mendham, 
New Jersey, USA. Organized by The 
Institute for the Advancement of Philosophy 
for Children the workshop was facilitated by 
leading scholars in Philosophy for Children, 
namely, Maughn Gregory, David Kennedy, 

ARTS AND LETTERS FACULTY
PRESENT PAPER from page 4

November 2017  • 5



LECTURES&CONFERENCES LECTURES&CONFERENCES

                       • November 2017 November 2017  •6 7

The participants of the Residential Workshop of The Institute for the Advancement of Philosophy for Children 
held at St. Marguerite’s Retreat House in Mendham, N.J.

Junella Marie D. Padro, 4th yr Asian Studies student, with other delegates at the Asia Pacific Youth Exchange Program 
(APYE) in South Korea.

The delegates of the Faculty of Arts and Letters from AB Economics and AB Asian Studies at the Universitas 
Bakrie, Indonesia for the Jakarta Model United Nations Conference (JMUN) 2017

Megan Laverty and Ariel Sykes. All four 
facilitators were trained by Matthew Lipman 
and Ann Margaret Sharp who are founders 
of Philosophy for Children. 

The week-long workshop discussed 
topics such as the philosophical and 
historical foundations of Philosophy for 
Children, hermeneutics of P4C, Philosophy 
of Childhood, Aesthetics and P4C, to 
name a few. Participants were also given 
the opportunity to facilitate a community 
of inquiry using Matthew Lipman’s 
philosophical novels. 

The community of inquiry is used as 
classroom pedagogy in various schools 
worldwide, and as evidenced by research, 
this pedagogy has increased the students’ 
ability to think critically, creatively and 
caringly.

ARTS AND LETTERS FACULTY
PRESENT PAPER from age 5
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AB students take part in international conferences, 
debate tournament, leadership training 

A total of seven students from the 
Faculty of Arts and Letters made 
waves in various international 

conferences, debate tournament and 
leadership training that were held in China, 
Thailand, South Korea, Australia and 
Indonesia. 
 
Canton-Intervarsity Debate Tournament

Legal Management student 
Aleana Cecilia P. Bantolo, was                                                                                                                                              
Invited Adjudicator (IA) and advanced as an 
adjudicator in the Grand Finals of the 6th 
Canton Intervarsity Debate Tournament 
held at the Chinese University of Hong 
Kong, Shenzhen, China. The annual 
Canton-Intervarsity is one of the most 
prestigious debate tournaments in Asian 
Parliamentary format in China. Top debate 
teams from Mainland China, Korea, Japan, 
Indonesia, Hong Kong, Taiwan, and Macau 
competed in the debate tournament, with 
an international pool of respected judges 
from the United States, India, Israel, Korea, 
China and the Philippines.  

Asia-Pacific Youth Exchange Program, 
Bangkok & South Korea

Two Asian Studies students John 
Jethro L. Manangan of the Department 
of History, and Junella Marie Padro, 
participated in the Asia Pacific Youth 
Exchange (APYE) program in Bangkok, 
Thailand and South Korea. 

The APYE program is a regional youth 
program that responds to the global needs 
of the young people by actively engaging 
them in localized Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) initiatives through the Social 
Enterprise Model (Thailand) and the concept 
of Sustainable Tourism (South Korea). Held 
in two different countries this year, the 
youth program consisted of the following 
components – the Leadership Development 
Training (LDT), Local Immersion, and Youth 
Symposium.

Under the Leadership Training, 
delegates gained insights about the 
relevance and implementation of the UN 
SDGs, and prepared them to lead efforts that 
tackle the SDGs in their own communities. 
Local Immersion activities exposed 
delegates to current SDG initiatives, in 
partnership with communities and NGOs. 
Meanwhile, the Youth Symposium which 
showcased the delegates’ initiative, 
connected to each SDG’s implementation 
after their immersion.  

Manangan, who attended both regional 
youth programs in Bangkok, Thailand and 
in South Korea, participated in leadership 
development trainings, immersions and 
site visitations. Together with delegates 
from different countries, Manangan learned 
and honed skills necessary to participate in 
SDG activities.   

Padro, who attended the APYE 
in Incheon and Jeollabuk-do, South 
Korea participated in youth community 
development activities and collaborative 
forum for delegates. Together with 
other young leaders, Padro familiarized 
and committed herself to Sustainable 
Development goals within tourism by 

coming up with project proposal relating 
to boosting tourism in their assigned local 
immersion sites. 

Harvard Project on Asian and International 
Relations, Australia

Meanwhile, fourth year 
Communications Arts student Audrey 
Anne Albios participated as delegate in the 
Harvard Project on Asian and International 
Relations (HPAIR) 2017 Asian Conference 
held from at the International Convention 
Centre at Darling Harbour, Sydney, 
Australia. The Conference was a partnership 
between the University of Sydney and 
Harvard University’s Project for Asian and 
International Relations. It was attended by 
prominent academics and practitioners in 
the fields of Business and World Economy, 
Entrepreneurship and Technology, 
Environment and Sustainability, Security 
and Diplomacy, Health and Social Policy, 
and Humanitarian Affairs.

Albios, a delegate under the Security 
and Diplomacy Track, attended panel 
discussions on diplomacy, sustainability, 
and trade patterns of ASEAN Nations 
and toured the Mac Arthur Center for 
Sustainable Living and the University of 
Sydney. Since 1991, the annual HPAIR has 
been organizing forums of exchange and 

has been facilitating discussions of the most 
important economic, political, and social 
issues relevant to the Asia-Pacific region 
among scholars and students within the 
region.

United Nations General Assembly, Jakarta Model 
United Nations 

Elijen Love U. Saez, Martin Jasper S. 
San Pedro, and Lennard Ashey I. Tayco 
students under the Department of Economics 
were delegates to the Conference of the 
United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) 
in the Jakarta Model United Nations (JMUN) 
held at the Unibersitas Bakrei, Indonesia. 
Its theme was “Towards Sustainable Future: 
Eradicating Inequality and Securing Global 
Threats.”  

Saez was awarded “Best Position Paper’ 
by the Economic and Financial Affairs Council 
(ECOFIN) during the closing ceremony while 
Tayco was awarded Third Best Delegate by 
the Economic and Finance Committee.

The Conference aimed to contribute 
comprehensibly to the participants by 
expanding their knowledge on economic 
growth and development towards the 
attainment of the Sustainable Development 
Goals pioneered by the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP).   
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PT alumna talks  on 
Cervicothoracic Dysfunction 

treatment, approaches 
through Manual Therapy

at UST forum

UST ITSO participates in WIPO-IPOPhl trainings
on Patent analytics, drafting

UST Publishing House joins country’s biggest book fair

Ms. Alreen Day Alfonso, a physical therapist specializing 
in Orthopedic Rehabilitation at Maryland, USA, 
shared her expertise about the current and evidence-

based assessment and treatment techniques in managing 
patients with cervicothoracic dysfunction in a forum held 
on September 30, 2017 at the University. Different teaching 
strategies were employed by Alfonso to ensure that the 
91 licensed physical therapists and 135 physical therapy 
interns in the audience were updated on the current trends of 
practice in the profession.

Alfonso is a former staff physical therapist of the 
University of Santo Tomas Hospital – Apolinario Mabini 
Rehabilitation Center (USTH-AMRC) and a graduate of the 
then Institute of Physical Therapy. The forum was organized 
by the Department of Physical Therapy as part of its 
continuing education program for its students, graduates and 
fellow professionals. 

The University, through the Innovation and Technology Support 
Office (ITSO), participated in the World Intellectual Property 
Organization (WIPO) and Intellectual Property Office of the 

Philippines (IPOPhl) – organized capacity building programs to assist 
the ITSOs in their advocacy and efficient use of the IP system.  

A  training on “Patent Drafting Course and Mentoring Session” 
was held from November 13 to 17, 2017 at the Department of Science 
and Technology (DOST) Philippine Council for Agriculture, Aquatic, and 
Natural Resources Research and Development (PCAARD), Los Baňos, 
Laguna. UST participants included Mr. Romano Macaisa of the College 
of Fine Arts and Design and Assoc. Prof. Peralta.  

An earlier training, which was actually the first training,  was on 
“Patent Analytics” held from November 7 to 10, 2017 at the Multipurpose 
Hall of the IPOPhl, McKinley Hill, Taguig City which was participated in 
by Prof. Alicia Aguinaldo, Ph.D., of the College of Science, Mr. Jackson 
Tan of the College of Commerce, and Assoc. Prof. Michael Jorge 
Peralta, UST ITSO Manager. 

These capacity building trainings were part of the WIPO-IPOPhl 
Hub and Spoke Project where selected universities were taught the 
different aspects of IP from protection to technology transfer.

The Patent Analytics provided participants with the knowledge and 
hands-on preparation of a patent landscape report and taught them 
to perform patent analytics using different professional tools and other 
resources which enabled interpretation of patent information as well as 
crafting visualizations for orderly reporting.

The Patent Drafting course sought to increase the patent drafting 
skills of personnel of ITSOs in order to empower them to draft patent 
specifications of their projects that qualify the patentability criteria.  

Participants of the Patent Drafting Course (from left) Mr Romano Macaisa of CFAD; 
Atty. Bayani Loste of APP; & Assoc. Prof. Michael Peralta (ITSO).

Participants of the Patent Analytics (from left): Mr. Jackson Tan  from the College of 
Commerce and Business Administration, Dr. Alice Aguinaldo from the College of 
Science, Assoc. Prof. Michael Peralta from the ITSO, Mr. Paul Oldham, who is the 
course speaker, and Ms. Irene Kitsara from the WIPO

USTPH Director Asst. Prof. Ma. Ailil Alvarez with 
historian and author Ambeth Ocampo (Talking History 
and A Calendar of Rizaliana) at the USTPH booth 
during the 38th Manila International Book Fair.

The UST Publishing House (USTPH) joined 
authors, readers, and other publishers in 
the Philippines’ biggest book event, the 

38th Manila International Book Fair (MIBF), held 
at the SMX Convention Center, Mall of Asia 
Complex, Pasay City.

For the MIBF’s 2017 edition, the USTPH 
gave readers a chance to meet their favorite 
Filipino authors. Renowned authors Cristina 
Pantoja Hidalgo (To Remember to Remember 
and Filipino Woman Writing), Edgar Calabia 
Samar (Maskara’t Pambata, Halos Isang Buhay, 
and Sa Kasunod ng 909), Augusto Antonio 
Aguila (Carnival of Hate and The Heart of Need), 
Jaime An Lim (Auguries and Peace Mindanao), 
and Joel Pablo Salud (The Distance of Rhymes 
and Other Tragedies and The Chief is in the 
House) signed copies of their books for readers 
and fans. 

Aside from the book signing events, the 
USTPH offered discounts on both textbooks 
and trade books. 

According to Publishing House Director 
Ma. Ailil Alvarez, aside from representing the 
University in the event, the USTPH booth has 

become a “site of congregation for book-loving 
Thomasians.”

“We can say the booth has become a site 
of congregation for book-loving Thomasians 
(students, faculty, and alumni alike) who frequent 
the Fair on a yearly basis, while other walk-in 
customers are drawn to our booth because of 
the name the University carries,” Alvarez said.

“UST’s presence in the MIBF also validates 
and strengthens the USTPH’s commitment 
to the dissemination of higher knowledge by 
producing outstanding works of scholarly and 
literary value, in alliance with the University’s 
mission of education.”

The director also shared that the USTPH 
plans to carry official UST merchandise in 
the booth for next year’s MIBF “to provide 
customers with a variety of items and to expand 
their buying options.”

The MIBF is the largest and longest-
running book event in the Philippines and has 
been a venue of exchange for the publishing and 
academic industry. It is also a much-awaited 
event for readers and book enthusiasts.

Fr. Sebastiano 
D’Ambra and Aid to 
the Church in Need 
(ACN) delegation
(From left) Mr. Mark von Riedemann, Aid to the 
Church in Need (ACN) International Director for 
Public Affairs and Religious Freedom; Mr. Jomar 
Luciano, ACN Philippines Director; Fr. Sebastiano 
D’Ambra, PIME, of the Silsilah Dialogue Movement; 
and Mr. David Jones of ACN, with Assoc. Prof. 
Giovanna V. Fontanilla, APR, Director of the UST 
Office of Public Affairs (fourth from left) 
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Prof. Norbert Bruggemann
Prof. Norbert Bruggemann (third from left), an 
internationally-renowned movement disorder 
specialist from the University of Lübeck in 
Germany with Asst. Prof. Lorna Paras, Assistant 
to the Director for Public Affairs of the UST 
Office of Public Affairs (extreme right), and 
doctors from the UST Hospital

BOARDTOPNOTCHERS

Chemical Engineering
Licensure Exams

Civil Engineering 
Licensure Exams

Psychometrician Licensure Exams

November 2017 November 2017

October 2017

3rd – 83.70%
John Rave B. Magalang

9th - 95.20%
hristian A. Gonzales

6th - 83.40%
Romelito Manuel D. Clorina

10th - 82.60%                                            
Michael Raymond P. Quejas

10th - 82.60%                                    
Benson Mar L. Mengullo

10th - 82.60%                                            
Reine Maeko R. Ruiz

8th - 83.00%
Ma Angelica M. Dicioco
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UST passing rate: 86.88%
National passing rate: 48.81%

UST passing rate: 96.53%
National passing rate: 56.97%
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